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Dear Professor Zelenika, 

I would like to thank you for your letter of 4 December 2013 regarding the validation of 
Croatian faculties as separate legal entities under the Horizon 2020 and FP7 framework 
programmes. Upon receipt of your letter I have asked the Research Executive Agency (REA) 
and the relevant Commission services to give me an overview of the current situation. 

The legal validation of all participants in the Horizon 2020 and FP7 framework programmes 
is performed by the Validation Service in REA on the basis of the supporting documents and 
legal evidence provided by the same participants. The validation is performed in a consistent 
manner in order to ensure that all entities in the same situation are treated equally. 

Based on the analysis of the Croatian Higher Education Law 59/1996 submitted by the 
Croatian faculties, the REA's Validation Services estimated that the faculties belonging to the 
Universities of Rijeka, Split, Zagreb and Osijek have an independent legal personality from 
their university. On this basis, as correctly acknowledged by you, they have received an 
individual Participant Identification Code (PIC). 

The operational difficulties described in your letter are due to a different interpretation given 
by the service of the European Commission in charge of the validation of legal entity files 
(LEF)1 in the Commission Central Database. 

1 Necessity to identify and record in the Commission accounting system all the legal entities with which the 
Commission engages in financial transactions. 
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Once this discrepancy became evident, the services concerned reassessed the situation in 
order to reach a common interpretation. The conclusion of this reassessment has shown that 
all 51 faculties, including the Faculty of Medicine of the University of Rijeka mentioned in 
your letter, can indeed be considered as independent legal entities. As a result, the European 
Commission is currently attributing individual LEFs to all faculties concerned. 

I can reassure you that, once this exercise is finalised, the Croatian faculties will be able to 
fully enjoy the status of independent legal entities and hence to participate as such in future 
projects under Horizon 2020 and other programmes. 

Yours sincerely, 

Copie: Mr Waldemar Kütt, Head of Cabinet of Commissioner Geoghegan-Quinn, 
Mr Gilbert Gascard, Director REA 
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